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òMaking something by hand gave me a great sense of achievement.ó 
David, London 
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INTRODUCTION 

Learning completely new skills is an exciting challenge, particularly when those skills have remained unchanged for 
centuries.  

Since before medieval times, shoes have been sewn by hand. The techniques that we teach are those of the master 
English shoemakers from the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, when every town had a shoemaker.    

Our courses provide a unique introduction to the tools and techniques from that time and are ideal for beginners; 
whether you want to make shoes for fun, as a creative outlet or as a starting point for a career. Classes are small ς no 
more than six students at a time for shoemaking, six for closing (stitching the uppers) or eight for pattern making ς so that 
you can completely immerse yourself in the craft from concept to finished shoe. Each course includes a comprehensive set 
ƻŦ ΨIow TƻΩ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ shoemaking students also get a starter pack of tools.  

We offer all students ongoing support via email where we can and through our blog. We also sell shoemaking tools and 
materials on our e-commcerce site - The Tool Shed ς so that you can buy the lasts, uppers and materials that you need to 
keep shoemaking wherever you are in the world.  

Students come to us from as far afield as Australia and Singapore, Finland and Italy ς the majority with no previous 
experience - and many have continued shoemaking for themselves, friends and family; have gone on to work in the 
shoemaking industry; or have set up their own shoemaking business after further training. 

 

òThank you for the best three weeks of my educationó 
Carina, Denmark 
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OUR COURSES   

The Shoemaking Evening Class offers you the chance to study at your 
own pace in a relaxed workshop environment. We estimate 30 evenings 
to complete a pair of shoes. (London). 

Intensive Handsewn Shoemaking 12-Day Courses run from Monday to 
Saturday over two weeks and are a faster-paced, totally immersive 
experience, ideal for people who want a taster of the craft or who can 
only take a short time off work. (London & New York).  

Pattern Making for Bespoke Shoes is a comprehensive, full time, five-day 

practical course covering the essentials - a classic Derby, Oxford and 
Pump/Slipper; ideal for anyone who wants to be able to turn their 
designs into working patterns. (London & New York).  

Clicking and Closing Bootcamp is a three-day introductory course 
covering skiving leather, seam construction, edge reinforcements and 
stitching. (New York only). 

 
 
 

 òI would r ecommend this course to anyone.ó 
Natalya, San Francisco 
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INTENSIVE HAND SEWN SHOE MAKING COURSE �t LONDON & NEW YORK - No experience needed 

 

The intensive course runs over twelve days from Monday to Saturday with some 96 hours of class time. It demands much 
of you, both mentally and physically, but the rewards far outweigh the effort.   

Starting with a pair of lasts, leather uppers and a pack of making 
leather, we guide you through hand making a pair of shoes 
including: 

- Preparing the insole, welt, stiffeners and toe puffs 

- Lasting the uppers 

- Sewing the welt  

- Stitching the soles 

- Building the heels  

- Finishing 

At the end of the course, you walk away with a pair of shoes that you have made, in a size of your choice.  (Please note 
that there is no designing or upper making on this course). 

òI have been craving the know-how to stitch welts and soles ð a level up from cemented soles 
ð and this was definitely the way to learn how to do it the traditional wayó. 

Ruben, Spain  
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